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08-09 Annual Campaign In Progress
November marked the launch of BOA’s annual fundraising campaign, which runs through June 2009. “The 
response to the November mailing generated a little over $25,000,” notes Executive Director Nora A. Jones.  
“I want to reach out and give a big hug to each and every donor. I know many people are concerned about the 
economy, so it is especially heart-warming to have that kind of response to our fall mailing.”

The graphic to the right shows how the campaign receipts stack up against the goal. Board Chairman Glenn 
William adds, “BOA has 11 wonderful books in production for 2009, and the staff is well on its way to 
selecting an exciting list for 2010. Since book sales only generate about 35% of budget, your contributions are  
extremely important.”

W. D. Snodgrass Dies At 83
BOA Editions was saddened to learn of the 
death of W. D. Snodgrass on January 13, 2009 
– just days after his 83rd birthday.

William DeWitt Snodgrass won the Pulitzer 
Prize for his 1959 poetry collection: Heart’s 
Needle. “De” published six books with BOA 
Editions, Ltd. and taught for nearly 40 years 
at various colleges, including the University of 

Rochester, Old Dominion University, Cornell University, Wayne 
State University and Syracuse University. W. D. Snodgrass was 
truly an American poetry icon. He will be dearly missed.
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Holiday Visitors Share Their Poetry
The Anderson Alley building (home of BOA Editions) hosts an 
open house for the holidays each year. For 2008, visual artists, 
photographers, jewelers, book printers, and others participating 
in the Holiday Gala greeted hundreds of people as they visited 
the building Dec. 5 and 6. For the festivities, BOA put up a 
small Christmas tree, and encouraged browsers to write a 
haiku for the tree. More than a dozen entries were written on  
cardboard “ornaments.” 

Haiku is a traditional Japanese verse form noted for its compression 
of language and associated leaps. 
Haiku is written in three lines that 
total seventeen syllables. 

BOA staff selected the haiku by 
Mary Beth Dolan as this year’s 
Holiday Haiku winner. Her haiku, 
written on a small, red, cardboard 
Christmas tree reads –

Arm feels the sharp pain.
Only temporary loss.
Mosquito’s delight.

Poetry As A Universal Means of Communication
The Lannan Foundation began funding BOA’s translation series in 2002. Since then, the Lannan Translations 
Selection Series has grown to include 14 titles. Two of BOA’s translation authors, Korean poet Ko Un, and, 
Syrian poet Adonis, are regularly short-listed for the Nobel Prize in Literature. 

Following the publication of his collection Mihyar of Damascus: His Songs (BOA, 2008) Adonis appeared 
on the Charlie Rose show. He discussed the role of poetry in the Middle East and its importance as a 
universal means of communication. The show can be watched at: www.charlierose.com/shows/2008/10/6/2a-
conversation-with-syrian-poet-and-essayist-adonis. Two poems from Mihyar of Damascus: His Songs were 
also featured in a summer issue of The New Yorker. 

BOA Wins Local Arts Award
The Arts and Cultural Council of Greater Rochester recognized 
BOA Editions, Ltd. with the “Organization of the Year” award at 
their October 8, 2008 luncheon. Three individual artists were also 
honored during the 2008 Arts Awards program, which celebrated 
its 25th anniversary in 2008.  

Poulin Poetry Prize Contest 
a Success in 2008
Talented poets from almost every U.S. state submitted manuscripts 
to BOA’s Eighth Annual A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize. Between August 
1 and November 30, 2008, nearly 800 manuscripts arrived at BOA’s 
office for consideration.  

A number of veteran poets and teachers of high school and college 
English helped the BOA editors get through the manuscripts.  Thom 
Ward and Peter Conners extend a special thank you to all who 
participated in culling out the best of the best:  Ron Bailey, Jennifer 
Litt, Donna Marbach, Wanda Schubmehl, Jack Langerak, Sean 

Thomas Dougherty, 
Tricia Asklar, Tom 
Holmes, John Roche, 
Sarah Freligh, Claudia 
Stanek, Gary Lehmann, 
Sandi Henschel and 
Rick Taddeo. 

Final Judge Thomas 
Lux, author of 11 poetry 
collections and the 
recipient of the prestigious 
Kingsley Tufts Poetry 
Award, is in the process 
of reviewing the top 20 
manuscripts, and he will 
name a winner and three-
runners-ups.  The winning 
poet will receive a $1,500 
honorarium this March, 
and his or her manuscript 
will be published by BOA 
Editions in April of 2010.
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Schism
One man dreams
Of fire
But cannot strike
Two sticks 

Together

One man strikes
Two sticks
But cannot dream
Of fire

          Matthew Shenoda
          from Seasons of Lotus, Seasons of Bone

Fireflies
And these are my vices:
impatience, bad temper, wine,
the more than occasional cigarette,
the almost unquenchable thirst to be kissed,
a hunger that isn’t a hunger
but something like fear, a staunching of dread
and a taste for bitter gossip
of those who’ve wronged me – for bitterness –
and flirting with strangers and saying sweetheart
to children whose names I don’t even know
and driving too fast and not being Buddhist
enough to let insects live in my house
or those cute little toy-like mice
whose soft gray bodies in sticky traps
I carry, lifeless, out to the trash
and that I sometimes prefer the company of a book
to a human being, and humming
and living inside my head
and how as a girl I trailed a slow-hipped aunt
at twilight across the lawn
and learned to catch fireflies in my hands,
to smear their sticky, still-pulsing flickering
onto my fingers and earlobes like jewels.

          Cecelia Woloch
          from Carpathia

BOA’s Mission
BOA Editions, Ltd., a not-for-profit publisher of poetry and other 
literary works, fosters readership and  appreciation of contemporary 
literature. By identifying, cultivating, and publishing both new and 
established poets and selecting authors of unique literary talent, BOA 
brings high quality literature to the public. Support for this effort comes 
from the sale of its publications, grant funding, and private donations.



Donations Received August 2008 through January 2009

A special thanks to all donors who have recently contributed to BOA Editions, 
Ltd.  This list reflects donations received between August 1, 2008 and January 
22, 2009.  If we have made an error or omission in the listings, please contact  
our office to help us correct our records:  585-546-3410, ext. 11 Nora Jones

Government Support
County of Monroe
National Endowment for the Arts, Literature Program
New York State Council of the Arts, Literature Program

Foundation Support
Ames-Amzalak Charitable Trust, in memory of Henry Ames, 
	 Semon Amzalak & Dan Amzalak
Green Hill Foundation (Gardner Award)
Lannan Foundation
John Edward Lovenheim & Barbara Pitlick Lovenheim Charitable Trust
Mary S. Mulligan Charitable Trust
Rochester Area Community Foundation
Sonia Raiziss Giop Charitable Foundation
The Steeple-Jack Fund

Support From the Business Community
Achieve Results
Arts & Cultural Council of Greater Rochester
Brown & Hutchinson
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust
City Blue Imagining Services
Citigroup/ Smith Barney
City of Rochester
Consortium Book Sales & Distribution
Constellation Brands
Corrosion Products & Equipment, Inc.
The Daily Record
Finger Lakes Community College
Green Info Source
Image City Photography Gallery
Lake Affect Magazine
Midtown Athletic Club (Rochester)
Midtown Athletic Club (Chicago)/Steven L. Schwartz
Nazareth College
Open Letter Books
Pace Windows & Doors
Pittsford Family Dental
Ralph Pontiac Honda
Rochester Area Community Foundation
Gerald D. Ross, CPA
St. John Fisher College
Starbucks (Cobblestone Court)
Steven Barclay Agency
Stokes, Visca & Co. LLP
Structured Technologies, Inc.
Michael J. Tallon, Attorney at Law
Thomson Reuters
Warren Phillips Fine Art & Frame
Wegmans Food Markets
Wendy’s Restaurants of Rochester
White Pine Press
Yancey’s Fancy

In-Kind Services         
Pittsford Family Dental    
Dan Westervelt Consulting

30th Anniversary Fund $5,000+
Anonymous
Alan & Nancy Cameros
Gwen & Gary Conners
Bev & Pete French
Suzanne Gouvernet
Dane & Judy Gordon
Bob & Willy Hursh
Peter & Robin Hursh
Rosemary & Lewis Lloyd

BOA Gold $1,000+
Anonymous
Peter & Suzanne Durant
Kip & Debby Hale
Bob & Willy Hursh
Peter & Robin Hursh
Nora A. Jones
X. J. & Dorothy M. Kennedy
Steven O. Russell & Phyllis Rifkin-Russell
Vicki & Richard Schwartz
Mike & Pat Wilder
Glenn & Helen William

BOA Silver $500-$999 
James & Nathalie Andrews
Jack & Gail Langerak
Boo Poulin
Andrea & Paul Rubery
Jane Moress Schuster
The Wallack Family

BOA Bronze $ 250-$499    
Anonymous (2)
Bernadette Catalana
Charles & Barbara Coté, in memory of Charlie Coté, 1987-2005
Rome Celli & Elizabeth Forbes
Wyn Cooper & Shawna Parker
Susan DeWitt Davie
Patti Hall & Joseph Shields
Tom & Illona Hansen
Juniper & Marlow
Donna Marbach
Elissa & Ernie Orlando
Jim Robie & Edith Matthai
Robert & Nancy Sands
Joel & Friedericke Seligman
Jerry Vorassi
Thomas R. Ward
George & Bonnie Wallace
Dan & Nan Westervelt, in honor of Patricia Braus & Edward Lopez

BOA Benefactor  $100-$249
Debra Audet & Joe Turri
Jeanne Marie Beaumont

Larry Belle
Jeanne Bereiter
Judith Bishop
Adrian Nelson Blish
Robert Bly
Angela Bonazinga & Catherine Lewis
Eileen Buholtz
Colleen Buzzard & Hucky Land
John & Betsy Carver
Peter & Karen Conners
Anne C. Coon & Craig J. Zicari
Rick & Dorothy Cusker
Dale Davis & Michael Starenk
Chip & Shirley Dawson
Leaf Drake
Willim & Nancy Evenson
Surressa & Richard Forbes
Heidi Friederich
Richard Garcia
Jack & Bonnie Garner
Jacquie & Andy Germanow
Robert & Rae Gilson
Warren & June Glaser
Don & Marge Grinols
William B. Hauser
Anne P. Havens & Stewart Davis
Stephen Healey, in honor of Myrna MacPhail
Sandi Henschel
G. Jean Howard
Lynn Ray Hoopes, in memory of Sallie Wright
Mimi Hwang
Christopher Kennedy & Mi Ditmar
Louise Klinke
Mary Jo Korona
Steven Kronen & Ivonne Lamazares
Archie & Pat Kutz
Dorianne Laux & Joseph Millar
Deena Linett
Kate & Rick Massie
Jeff Metzger & Robin Hamilton
Peter & Phyllis Makuck
Irving Malin
Richard Margolis & Sherry Phillips
Robert & Francie Marx
Daniel M. Meyers, in honor of Robert Hursh
Arlette Miller Smith
John Nugent & Dawn Thompson
Peter Pereira & Dean Allan
Maryann & Joseph Platania
Boo Poulin, in honor of Susan Burke & Bill Leonardi
John Roche, in memory of Salvatore J. Parlato
Bob Shea & Kate Weisskopf, in memory of Liam Rector
Alec Stais & Elissa Burke
The Ship Family, in honor of Mary Margaret Stewart
Peter & Cam Starrett
Sue Stewart, in honor of Stephen L. Raymond
Bob & Gayle Stiles
Joe Torre & Melissa Hall
Justin & Louise Vigdor
Lee & Rob Ward

Michael Waters & Mihaela Moscalic
Steven & Erica Yunghans

BOA Patron $50-$99    
Anonymous (2)
Ken & Janice Bailey
Anthony Bannon & Elizabeth Stewart
Michael Blumenthal, in memory of W. D. Snodgrass
Pat Braus & Ed Lopez, in honor of Nan Westervelt
Mary Lynn Broe, in memory of Rolla E. & Wilhelmina A. Broe
Belinda Bryce
Nancy Buckett
Susan Burke & Bill Leonardi, in honor of Boo Poulin
John Costello & Lissa Light
Annie Crane & David Newman
Robert & Penelope Creeley, in support of Joanna Howard
Jim Daniels
Martin Edic
Audrey McK. Fernandez
Joseph Flaherty & Elizabeth Scott
Jack & Cynde Hay
Goldee Hecht-Meyer
David Cay Johnston & Jennifer Leonard
Donald Kaplan
Tsipi Keller
Rose-Marie Klipstein
Jennifer H. Litwak
Richard Lunt
Suzanne Meyerowitz
Michael Nazar & Catherine Callery, in honor of Larry Belle
Donald P. & Ellen Parker
Marian Payson & Helen Wiley
Martha Ronk
Dona Rosu, in memory of Dr. Lucian Rosu
David W. Ryon
In memory of Orrin Shapiro
Marc & Sara Simont
Joan Swift
Thom Ward
John Williams

BOA Friend              
Anonymous (3)
Mary Jane Angelone
Michelle Cardulla
Adam Frank
Joanna & Christopher Hodgman
Gary J. Lisman
Donald Kaplan
Suzanne Meyerowitz
Idra Rosenberg
Aaron & Annette Satloff
Wanda & Bill Schubmehl
Marjorie & Steve Searl
Claudia Stanek
Barton Sutter & Dorthea Divers
Elaine Spaull
Mark Williams
Janet & Bill Zandy




